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the Russian envoy to Peking, demanded maintenance of former
Russian rights in Mongolia, but their vigorous protests were, of
course, of no avail.

In the meanwhile the Russian civil war had shifted nearer the
borders of Mongolia, and certain "White" leaders began to play
with the idea, popular among the Mongols, of creating a single
great Mongol state comprising not only Outer and Inner Mon-
golia and the Buryat region of Siberia but the territories of the
Tibetans, the Kirghizs, and Kalmyks of central Asia, from the
Caspian Sea to Lake Baikal. In February, 1919, at a pan-Mongol
congress held in Chita, on Russian soil, a Provisional Government
of the future Mongol state was created.4 Its life was very short.
Immediately after its creation Chinese troops began the occupation
of Outer Mongolia. The idea of a great Mongol state, however,
lived on and became the guiding star of a small White army under
Gen, Ungern Sternberg which entered Mongolia in October,
1920. In February, 1921, Ungern captured Urga, the capital, and
the Chinese were forced to retreat. For a few months, Ungern
was the ruler of Outer Mongolia.

Baron Ungern Sternberg was a former Russian officer of
German descent. His native land was in the Baltic provinces of the
old Russian Empire which produced a number of exponents of
political ideas that bore the seeds of subsequent National Social-
ism. (Alfred Rosenberg, ideologist of Nazism, was also a native
of the Baltic States). Ungern hated democracy, republicanism,
political freedom, Communists, Socialists, and Jews. He was cruel
in the extreme. The atrocities committed by his troops on his in-
structions appeared extraordinary even at a time when Russia her-
self was drowning in the blood and barbarism of the civil war.
Ungern wanted to restore, as autocracies, all the submerged
monarchies; Bogdo-Gegen was to regain his throne in Mongolia,
the Manchus were to return to Peking, the Hohenzollerns and
Romanovs were to be restored in Germany and Russia. The great
force that was to achieve these aims was to be an Asiatic power
under a new Attila who would create a strong army under the
banner of "Asia for the Asiatics" and "march across Europe like
the divine wrath." Ungern "geared himself for the role of a new
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